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stefan valdobrev (director)
short biography and filmography

Stefan Valdobrev was born in 1970 in Stara Zagora, Bulgaria. In
1993 he graduated the National Academy for Theatre and Film
Arts in Sofia as an actor. In the following years he has played in
10 feature films and more than 40 theatre performances. In 2006
he attended the film school FAMU in Prague, Czech Republic and
since then has directed short films, TV programs, music videos.
My Mate Manchester United is his first documentary film.

MY MATE MANCHESTER UNITED

Filmography

2011 - My Mate Manchester United - documentary, 57min, HD
2007 - Hide - short fiction film, 14min, 16mm
2006 - Hana - short fiction film, 5 min, HD

short cast and credit list

Written and directed by
Stefan Valdobrev

Executive producer
Steven Seidenberg

With the special
appearance of
Dimitar Berbatov
Associate producer and

Alexander Vrabevski Emil Danchev

short synopsis

Following the quest of a man's awkward dream to be named after his favorite football club, the
film director brings us close to a Bulgarian builder and his memorable mates, and creates a

Director of photography
Krum Rogriguez

moving portrait of contemporary Bulgaria with its bewildered and confused people, so
disappointed by the life in the country that they migrate to their own substitute reality.

The journey starts in Svishtov, a small town on the bank of the river Danube, tells the story of the
protagonist's struggle with the authorities, leads us all the way to Old Trafford Stadium, where he
meets his idol, the Manchester United top-striker Dimitar Berbatov, and ends up back home,
raising questions about identity, about who we are and who we want to be.

full synopsis

A single 48-year-old man from a small town on the bank of the river Danube lives alone with his
mother and his cat called Beckham. The only thing of meaning in his life is his love for a football
club. He is one of the millions who become significant through the successes of their idols. But
there's something special about him: his name.

In 1999 Manchester United are playing Bayern Munich in the Champions League final and are
losing 1:0 in the 89th minute. On the verge of despair, this passionate Bulgarian fan declares that
if his team somehow manage to win the match, he will change his name to Manchester United.

In the next two minutes the "red devils" do the impossible, scoring two goals to win the trophy,
and that's how Marin Zdravkov Levidzhov starts his ten-year odyssey through court, churches
and authorities, hoping that one day he will wake up as Manchester United Zdravkov Levidzhov.

Following the quest of a man's awkward dream to be named after his favourite football club, the
film director, Stefan Valdobrev, brings us close to a Bulgarian builder and his memorable mates,
and creates a moving portrait of contemporary Bulgaria with its bewildered and confused people,
so disappointed by the life in the country that they migrate to their own substitute reality.

The journey starts in Svishtov, tells the story of the protagonist's struggle with the legal system,
leads us all the way to Old Trafford Stadium, where he meets his idol, the Manchester United
striker Dimitar Berbatov, and ends up back home, raising questions about identity, about who we
are and who we want to be.
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Music by
Comics
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Sound by
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Produced by
Stanimir Trifonov
Stefan Valdobrev
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technical data

Genre: documentary

With the participation of

Manchester United
Minyur

Boyko

Ivan

Stanislav Blagov
Petko Dimitrov
Yonka

Grisha

Valyo

Zhufa

Plamen Belkata
Bimbo

Lyubo
Tsvetoslava
Father Yosif
Father Dimitar

Running time: 57:03 minutes

Screen ratio: 16:9

Video format: HD, PAL (colour)

Frames/sec.: 25
Sound: Stereo

Original language: Bulgarian

Subtitles: English

Media: Beta DIGITAL, DVD, File Format
Country of origin: Bulgaria

Year of release: 2011

Production of
Across Works

and

Vreme Film Studio
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